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August 25, 2020 
 

Fond du Lac County Residents, 
 
Yesterday, Fond du Lac County moved back to Phase 1 of the Fond du Lac County Safe Restart Plan.  We received 
an additional 95 cases between Friday, August 21st at 2:00pm to Monday, August 24th at 2:00pm, our largest 
upswing to date. This increase in cases puts our weekly positivity rate over 13.5%.  Due to this increase, it will 
keep the cases metric in red of our Safe Restart Plan. This is the 2nd week in a row we are in this category and 
because of that we returned to Phase 1 of our plan. Phase one means that we need to limit social gatherings to 
10 people or less, limit capacity to 25% in non-essential businesses, restaurants, and bars, if attending outdoor 
gatherings you should maintain 6 feet separation from others, support work from home options and our 
vulnerable population should remain home as much as possible. All businesses should be following WEDC and 
CDC guidelines that have been in place to encourage best practices such as physical distancing, handwashing, and 
cleaning practices. 
 
I recognize the difficulty the pandemic has put on so many of our businesses, organizations, clubs and non-
profits. The Health Department wants you to know that we do recognize all of the challenges you have been 
faced with but we need to now plea with each and every one of you to do your part during this pandemic.  When 
we are doing our investigations and contact tracing, we are recognizing common themes.  The themes include 
venues holding large gatherings, social gatherings such as picnics or birthday parties, lack of face coverings or 
masks, and people not staying home when sick.  
 
As we are preparing to start our school year, know that our districts and schools have created and are preparing 
to implement plans to reopen their doors for the first day of school. I am confident in these plans as they include 
mitigations strategies to handle the virus within your child’s classroom, building and district. Schools serve a 
critical role in supporting the well-being of our students and their families. Although the Fond du Lac County Safe 
Restart Plan has returned to Phase 1, this change in phases should not impact your schools model of learning. 
Our schools are considered separate from our Safe Restart Plan.  
 
For example, North Fond du Lac School District created a plan back in July that took the Safe Restart plan solely 
into consideration. This was when we didn’t have all the data and tools we have available today. North Fond du 
Lac will be having an additional meeting next week Monday to discuss revising their plan to use all the data 
available now to make the best decisions for their district. 
 
We have asked our school districts to take the new data available into consideration to determine their model of 
learning. For instance, if Ripon School District is experiencing a high number of cases that should not affect a 
school district in another part of the county and preventing them from in person learning. 
 
If the need arises during the school year to change the model of learning, that conversation will take place 
between the school’s leadership team and Public Health. We will use the newly created data that is broken down 
by school district to help guide us. This data is now available on the county website at www.fdlco.wi.gov and will 
be updated on a weekly basis.  

http://www.fdlco.wi.gov/
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As residents, business owners, and beyond of Fond du Lac County, I plea with you to do your part to slow the 
spread of this virus in the county. Stay home if you are sick, wear face covering, wash your hands, and physically 
distance from others.  We are all in this together.  
 
Thank you, 

 
Kim Mueller, Fond du Lac County Health Officer 

 


